
 

 
 

 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE                                      

FOR IMMEDIATE DISTRIBUTION             
  

  

Malaysian REIT Managers Association and Asia Pacific Real 

Estate Association co-host inaugural REIT Forum 
 Discusses the impact of the 4th Industrial Revolution on the property market 

 Highlights opportunities in alternative asset classes for investment, financing models and 
cross border investing 

  

BANDAR SUNWAY, 31 OCTOBER 2019 – Malaysian REIT Managers 

Association (“MRMA”), together with Asia Pacific Real Estate 

Association (“APREA”) today co-hosted the inaugural MRMA-APREA 

MALAYSIA REIT FORUM 2019 with the theme “Opportunities in the New 

Malaysia”. 

  

Since its earliest form as property trust funds in the late 1980s, the 

Malaysian REIT (“M-REIT”) industry has grown immensely to RM44 billion 

in market capitalisation on Bursa Malaysia with the combined property 

value of RM58 billion today. The industry has consistently provided 

investors with portfolio diversification, stellar yields and defensive and 

stable earnings growth. Given the significance of the current REIT 

landscape, the forum aimed to illuminate new growth trajectories and 

game changing ideas from across the region for M-REITs to strive towards 

becoming global REIT players. 

  

In his welcome address, Malaysian REIT Managers Association chairman 

Dato’ Jeffrey Ng Tiong Lip stressed that the forum is timely as the current 

conducive interest rate environment presents tremendous opportunities 

for M-REITs. To the developers out there, he advised, “This may be a 

perfect timing to float a REIT on the stock exchange”. 

  

The panels covered perspectives on the Malaysian economic landscape, 

PropTech as the new wave of real estate technology, Industry 4.0 and its 

innovation impact, growth through cross border investments and the real 

estate megatrends in 2020 and beyond. The forum generated robust and 

insightful expert views from distinguished speakers from around the 

region, including Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong and Australia. 

  

A key takeaway from the forum is that PropTech is now transforming the 

global real estate industry, resulting in great opportunities for firms who 



are ahead of the curve. Some of the key trends presented in the panel 

discussion on PropTech include: 

-          Use of behavioural and demographic data processed from digital sources 

and satellite imagery translates to better matching of actual needs in 

government and private sector developments. 

-          Increasing reliance on automated processes and sensors in smart buildings 

to control air-conditioning, ventilation, lighting, security and water 

consumption, is helping companies meet their ESG targets. 

-          Expanding deployment of risk predictions through AI modelling allows for 

proactive responses to future problems by asset managers. 

  

The forum also identified some key REIT megatrends for the region: 

-          Increasing cross-border exposure by APAC REITs with Singapore and 

South Korea overtaking China as the top cross-border investors. Potential and 

room to grow abroad for M-REITs, subject to favourable tax considerations. 

-          Increasing appetite for new asset classes such as data centres, self-

storage, hotels, senior living and student accommodation. 

-          Telco tower REITs as the next potential catalyst in APAC as they have 

generally low CAPEX, high EBITDA margins, and is in line with the growing 

demand, digitalisation and success of telco tower REITs in North America. 

-          Young demographics and technology ecosystems driving growth in the 

APAC real estate sector. 

  

The forum which was held at a hotel in Sunway, was attended by over 

250 participants, comprising mainly C-suites, property developers, 

government regulators and investment bankers. The speakers included a 

broad cross-section of regional industry experts such as portfolio 

managers, REIT managers, PropTech players, property developers and 

academics. 

  

  

About Malaysian REIT Managers Association 

  

The Malaysian REIT Managers Association (“MRMA”), established in May 

2010, was formed to act as a collective representation of the Malaysian 

real estate investment trusts (REITs). Platforms were subsequently 

created by MRMA to facilitate the development of common standards and 

benchmarks against international best practices. To date, MRMA 

comprises of 18 full members consisting of 18 listed REITs, 1 unlisted 

REIT and 2 associate members. 

  

MRMA’s objectives, amongst others, include the establishment of an 

environment to attract high quality REITs in Malaysia and to improve 

transparency and provide quality research and information to both local, 

regional and international investors. 

  



For more information, please log on to http://www.mrma.my 

  
About Asia Pacific Real Estate Association 

  

The Asia Pacific Real Estate Association (“APREA”) is a leading pan Asian 

trade group that champions the property investment industry across Asia 

Pacific. Its members include prominent pension, insurance and sovereign 

wealth funds, investment and asset managers, family office platforms, 

developers and respected service providers. 

  

APREA’s focus is cross-border real estate investment across all sectors, 

styles and all four quadrants. It is a passport to real estate opportunities 

in Asia Pacific. 
  

APREA: 

 Helps members connect across borders; 

 Provides facts about AsiaPac’s real estate marketplace based on rigorous, 

independent research; and, 

 Works with governments to help open-up and expand AsiaPac’s real estate 

markets. 

 APREA’s members are the leading property investors, fund managers, 

financial institutions, developers and professionals operating in the world’s 

most dynamic real estate hubs. 

  

For more information, please log on to https://www.aprea.asia/ 
  

FOR FURTHER QUERIES, PLEASE CONTACT: -  
  

Alice Leow (MRMA Secretariat) 

alice.leow@mrma.my 
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PHOTO CAPTIONS: 

 

PICTURE 1: (From left to right) CEO of UOA REIT - Kong Sze Choon, CEO of Pelaburan Hartanah 

Nasional Berhad – Hafidz Atrash Kosai bin Mohd Zihim,  CEO of Atrium REIT – Chan Kum Chong, 
CEO of CapitaLand Malaysia Mall Trust – Low Peck Chen, CEO of KIP REIT – Chan Heng Wah, CEO 
of MRCB-Quill REIT – Yong Su-Lin, CEO of Pavilion REIT – Dato’ Philip Ho Yew Hong, CEO of 
Sunway REIT – Dato’ Jeffrey Ng Tiong Lip, CEO of KLCCP Stapled Group – Datuk Hashim Bin 
Wahir, CEO of Axis REIT – Leong Kit May, CEO of Hektar REIT – Dato’ Hisham bin Othman, 
Chairman of Alpha REIT – Dato’ Stewart LaBrooy, CFO of AmFirst REIT – Chong Hong Chuon, CEO 

of Tower REIT – Eusoffe Chua, CEO of Damansara REIT – Wan Azman Ismail. 



 

 
 

PICTURE 2: The MRMA-APREA Malaysia REIT Forum 2019 was a huge hit with the sellout crowd. 
 


